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Abstract

Objective: To examine the rate of Clostridium difficile infection (CDI) and hospital-associated outcomes in a national
cohort of hospitalized patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) and assess the impact of long-term dialysis on
outcome in these patients.
Patients and Methods: Data for January 1, 2005, through December 31, 2009 were obtained from the National Hospital
Discharge Survey, which includes information on patient demographics, diagnoses, procedures, and discharge types. Data
collected and analyzed for this study included age, sex, race, admission type (urgent or emergent combined vs elective), any
colectomy diagnosis, length of stay, type of discharge, and mortality. International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical
Modification codes were utilized to identify CKD patients and CDI events. Weighted analysis was performed using JMP version 9.
Results: An estimated 162 million adults were hospitalized during 2005-2009, and 8.03 million (5%) had CKD (median
age, 71 years). The CDI rate in CKD patients was 1.49% (0.119 million) compared with 0.70% (1.14 million) in patients
without CKD (P�.001). Patients with CKD who were undergoing long-term dialysis were more than 2 times as likely to
develop CDI than non-CKD patients and 1.33 times more likely than CKD patients not undergoing dialysis (all P�.001). In
a weighted multivariate analysis adjusting for sex and comorbidities, patients with CKD and CDI had longer hospitalization,
higher colectomy rate (adjusted odds ratio [aOR], 2.30; 95% confidence interval [CI], 2.14-2.47), dismissal to a health care
facility (aOR, 2.22; 95% CI, 2.19-2.25), and increased in-hospital mortality (aOR, 1.55; 95% CI, 1.52-1.59; all P�.001) as
compared with CKD patients without CDI. Patients with CKD who were undergoing long-term dialysis did not have worse
outcomes as compared with CKD patients who were not undergoing long-term dialysis.
Conclusion: These data suggest that patients with CKD have a higher risk of CDI and increased hospital-associated
morbidity and mortality. Future prospective studies are needed to confirm these findings and to identify effective CDI
prevention in CKD patients, who appear to have an increased risk of CDI acquisition.
© 2012 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research � Mayo Clin Proc. 2012;87(11):1046-1053
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C lostridium difficile infection (CDI) is the most
common cause of transmissible nosocomial
infection in health care facilities1,2 and is as-

sociated with increasingly significant morbidity and
mortality.3-5 The clinical presentation of CDI spans
the spectrum from asymptomatic colonization to
fulminant pseudomembranous colitis, septic shock,
and death.6 Known risk factors for CDI include an-
tibiotic exposure,7 older age,3,8 gastric acid suppres-
sion therapy,9,10 immunosuppression,11 and pro-
longed hospitalizations.12 Patients with kidney
disease are at heightened risk for many of these
known risk factors for CDI and therefore represent a
vulnerable group of patients at increased risk of CDI
and CDI-associated morbidities. In fact, the Infec-
tious Diseases Society of America has recognized
acute kidney injury (AKI) as a marker of severe
CDI.2 However, data on patients with chronic kid-
ney disease (CKD) and associated risk and outcomes
of CDI are scarce, are limited by small sample size,
and have generated inconsistent results. For exam-
ple, some studies advocated that CDI prevalence is
greater among all patients with renal disease com-

pared with those without renal disease,13 whereas
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others concluded that only patients undergoing di-
alysis are at highest risk of CDI.14,15 Similarly, none
have evaluated whether long-term dialysis modifies
the outcomes of CDI in CKD patients. We hypoth-
esized that the rate of CDI is increased in patients
with CKD and is associated with worse morbidity
and mortality, especially among patients undergo-
ing long-term dialysis. Our objectives were to (1)
examine the rate of CDI in a large cohort of hospi-
talized CKD patients compared with a control group
of patients without CKD, (2) evaluate hospital-asso-
ciated morbidity and mortality in CKD patients with
and without CDI, and (3) assess the impact of long-
term dialysis on CDI outcomes using a large national
database of hospitalized patients.

PATIENTS AND METHODS

Data Source
The National Hospital Discharge Survey (NHDS) is
a national survey that has been conducted annually
since 1965. It collects hospital discharge informa-
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average length of stay of �30 days) throughout the
United States via a stratified random sampling process.
The database contains patients’ diagnoses and proce-
dure codes, demographic characteristics, type of ad-
mission, length of stay, hospital mortality, and type of
dismissal (eg, to home or to a health care facility). The
database is publically available online at http://www.
cdc.gov/nchs/nhds.htm, and 2009 data were released
in April 2011. Diagnoses are based on the International
Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modifi-
cation (ICD-9-CM) codes.

Data Collection
Data collected and analyzed for this study included
age, sex, race, admission type (urgent or emergent
combined vs elective), any colectomy diagnosis,
length of stay, type of discharge, and mortality for all
patients discharged between January 1, 2005,
through December 31, 2009. Patients younger than
18 years were excluded. The type of hospital dis-
charge is classified by the NHDS database into the
following categories: routine and/or discharged
home, discharged to a short-term health care facil-
ity, discharged to a long-term health care facility,
unknown discharge status, left against medical ad-
vice, or death during hospitalization. In our study,
we referred to death during hospitalization as in-
hospital mortality and analyzed this as a separate
clinical outcome. We also combined patients dis-
charged to short- and long-term health care facilities
and compared them with patients who had a routine
and/or home dismissal.

The ICD-9-CM codes were utilized to identify
CKD patients and CDI events. For patients with
CKD, the ICD-9-CM code corresponding to unspec-
ified CKD (585.9) and CKD stages 1 to 5 (CKD-1 to
CKD-5) (585.1-585.6) was identified. For patients
with CKD-5, code 585.5 corresponds to those with
CKD-5 who are not undergoing dialysis, whereas
code 585.6 corresponds to CKD-5 patients who are
undergoing dialysis. For analysis of overall CDI oc-
currence rate and CDI-associated outcomes, all
CKD stages (including unspecified CKD) were in-
cluded. The ICD-9-CM codes for CKD stages are
based on the National Kidney Foundation Kidney
Disease Outcome Quality Initiative Guidelines of es-
timated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) (CKD-1,
�90 mL/min per 1.73 m2; CKD-2, 60-89 mL/min
per 1.73 m2; CKD-3, 30-59 mL/min per 1.73 m2;
CKD-4, 15-29 mL/min per 1.73 m2; and CKD-5,
�15 mL/min per 1.73 m2 or undergoing dialysis).16

C difficile infection was defined by a unique ICD-
9-CM code, 008.45. We also collected information
on any diagnosis of AKI using 6 unique ICD-9-CM
codes (584, 584.5, 584.6, 584.7, 584.8, or 584.9)
and on whether any form of renal replacement ther-

apy was administered during the hospitalization us- c
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ing Current Procedural Terminology codes for hemo-
dialysis and peritoneal dialysis.

Comorbid conditions were collected from the
database using the Healthcare Cost and Utilization
Project guidelines (http://www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/
toolssoftware/comorbidity/comorbidity.jsp). Clini-
cally relevant comorbid conditions were abstracted
and used for statistical adjustment. These conditions
included cardiovascular disease, which was defined
as congestive heart failure, valvular disease, and
pulmonary and circulatory diseases; peripheral
vascular disease; diabetes mellitus and associated
complications; hypertension-associated compli-
cations; liver diseases; and obesity.

Statistical Analyses
The summary database was converted to a JMP file
version 9.0.1 (SAS Institute, Cary, NC) using SAS ver-
sion 9.2. Demographic and clinical outcome data were
analyzed using the t test for normally distributed con-
inuous variables and the Wilcoxon rank sum test if
ot normally distributed (including age and length of
tay). The �2 test of independence was used to com-
are binary variables. For comparison of continuous
ata among several groups, analysis of variance was
sed if the data were normally distributed, and the
ruskal-Wallis test was used if data were skewed. Re-

ults of continuous variables are reported as mean and
edian (minimum, maximum) when appropriate.
omparisons of categorical variables are reported as
ercentage, odds ratios (ORs), and 95% confidence

ntervals (CIs). Multivariate linear and logistic regres-
ion models with weighted analysis were used to adjust
or the effect of sex and comorbid conditions on CDI-
ssociated outcomes. We did not include age in the
ultivariate models because CKD stage assignment is

ased on eGFR, which includes age in the estimate
quation. Weighted analysis was performed in order to
btain nationwide estimates and account for the strat-
fied sampling process of the NHDS database.

ESULTS

haracteristics of the Entire Cohort
n estimated 162 million adult patients were hospi-

alized in the United States from January 1, 2005,
hrough December 31, 2009, and 8.03 million (5%)
ad a diagnosis of CKD. The majority of CKD pa-
ients (5.17 million [64.4%]) were 65 years of age or
lder. Their median (minimum, maximum) age was
1 (18, 99) years, and 4.17 million patients (51.9%)
ere men. Caucasian race was the most representa-

ive (4.16 million [65.8%]), followed by African
merican (1.77 million [28.1%]). The majority of
ospital admissions were urgent/emergent (6.53
illion [85.2%]). Unspecified CKD was the most
ommon CKD diagnosis (3.21 million patients
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[40.0%]), followed by CKD-5 undergoing dialysis
(2.95 million patients [36.7%]) (Figure 1).

A diagnosis of AKI was present in 1.55 million
patients with CKD (19.3%) and was most common
among patients with unspecified CKD (0.77 million
patients [48.3%]). A total of 2.21 million patients
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(27.5%) required renal replacement therapy during
their hospitalization, 2.06 million (93.2%) of whom
were patients with CKD-5 undergoing long-term di-
alysis. Of the 1.55 million patients with AKI, 0.26 mil-
lion (10.3%) required renal replacement therapy.

CDI Rate in Patients With and Without CKD
Patients with CKD were twice as likely to develop
CDI as non-CKD patients (OR, 2.02; 95% CI, 2.01-
2.03; P�.001) (Figure 2). In addition, patients with
CKD-5 undergoing long-term dialysis were at high-
est risk of CDI as compared with non-CKD patients
(OR, 2.40; 95% CI, 2.38-2.42; P�.001). Similarly,
CKD patients who were not undergoing dialysis also
had a higher rate of CDI than non-CKD patients
(OR, 1.80; 95% CI, 1.79-1.81; P�.001). Moreover,
CKD patients who were undergoing long-term dial-
ysis were more likely to acquire CDI than were CKD
patients who were not undergoing dialysis (OR,
1.33; 95% CI, 1.32-1.35; P�.001).

Characteristics and Outcomes of CKD Patients
With and Without CDI
Patients with CKD who had CDI were older (me-
dian age, 75 [21, 97] years vs 71 [18, 99] years;
P�.001) and more likely to have had urgent/emer-
gent (vs elective) admission (OR, 1.64; 95% CI,

CDI
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CDI (Table 1). Moreover, CKD patients with CDI
had significantly longer median hospital stay (7 days
vs 4 days; P�.001) compared with those without
CDI and were more likely to undergo colectomy and
be dismissed to a health care facility (Table 2). Of
concern, all-cause in-hospital mortality was signifi-
cantly higher among CKD patients with CDI than
those without CDI (6.62% vs 3.99%; P�.001). After
adjustment for sex and clinically important comor-
bid conditions (cardiovascular disease; diabetes and
its complications and hypertension-associated compli-
cations; liver disease; and obesity), CDI associations
with increased colectomy rate, prolonged length of

TABLE 1. Baseline Characteristics of CKD Patients W

Characteristic
All CKD

(N�8.03 � 106)
C
(

Age (y) 71 (18, 99)

Male 4.17 � 106 (51.9) 4

Racee

Caucasian 4.16 � 106 (65.8) 4

African American 1.77 � 106 (28.1) 1

Asian 0.121 � 106 (1.91) 0.

Other 0.269 � 106 (4.25) 0.

Admission typef

Routine 1.13 � 106 (14.8) 1

Urgent/emergent 6.53 � 106 (85.2) 6

a CDI � Clostridium difficile infection; CI � confidence interval; C
b Data are presented as No. (percentage) or median (minimum
c Mean difference: 2.36; 95% CI, 1.32-3.41.
d OR, 1.11; 95% CI, 1.10-1.12.
e The race category has 16444 missing data; the denominator is
f The admission type has 1783 missing data; the denominator is
g OR, 1.64; 95% CI, 1.60-1.67.

TABLE 2. Outcomes of CKD Patients With and Withou

Clinical outcome
CKD without CDI
(n�7.91 � 106)

CKD with
(n�0.119 �

Length of stay (d) 4 (1, 381) 7 (1, 6

Discharge to health
care facilityd

18.3 � 105 (26.5) 0.444 � 105

Colectomy 2.20 � 104 (0.28) 796 (0.6

In-hospital mortality 3.16 � 105 (3.99) 0.0791 � 105

a CDI � Clostridium difficile infection; CI � confidence interval; C
b Data are presented as number (percentage) or median (minim
c P value of the adjusted OR. Adjustment was made for sex, diagn
and pulmonary and circulatory disease), peripheral vascular disea
tions, liver disease, and obesity for all the outcomes of interest.
d
 Excluding patients who left against medical advice or died in the ho
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hospital stay, increased rate of discharge to a health
care facility, and in-hospital mortality remained statis-
tically significant (all P�.001) (Table 2).

Outcomes of CKD Patients With CDI With and
Without Concomitant AKI
As shown in Table 3, CKD patients with CDI and
AKI had a significantly longer length of stay (me-
dian, 10 vs 7 days; P�.0033) than CKD patients
with CDI but no AKI, higher risk of requiring colec-
tomy and dismissal to a health care facility, and sig-
nificantly worse in-hospital mortality (10.8% vs

d Without CDIa,b

ithout CDI
.91 � 106)

CKD with CDI
(n�0.119 � 106) P value

(18, 99) 75 (21, 97)c �.001

106 (51.9) 0.065 � 106 (54.5)d �.001

�.001

106 (65.6) 0.0735 � 106 (76.2)

106 (28.2) 0.0170 � 106 (17.6)

106 (1.92) 0.00153 � 106 (1.59)

106 (4.25) 0.00447 � 106 (4.64)

�.001

106 (14.9) 0.011 � 106 (9.66)

106 (85.1) 0.104 � 106 (90.3)e

� chronic kidney disease; OR � odds ratio.
imum).

million.
million.

a,b

) OR (95% CI)
Adjusted OR

(95% CI) P valuec

Mean difference:
3.89 (3.39-4.39)

Parameter estimate:
1.89

�.001

4) 2.21 (2.18-2.23) 2.22 (2.19-2.25) �.001

2.40 (2.24-2.58) 2.25 (2.10-2.42) �.001

2) 1.70 (1.67-1.74) 1.61 (1.58-1.65) �.001

� chronic kidney disease; OR � odds ratio.
maximum).
f cardiovascular disease (congestive heart failure, valvular disease,
abetes and its complications, hypertension-associated complica-
ith an

KD w
n�7

71

.10 �

.09 �

.76 �

119 �

265 �

.12 �

.42 �

KD
, max

6.33
7.66
t CDI

CDI
106

8)

(44.

7)

(6.6

KD
um,

osis o
se, di
spital.
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5.23%; P�.001). These associations remained sig-
nificant after multivariate adjustment (Table 3).

Outcomes of CKD Patients With CDI Undergoing
Long-term Dialysis
Of the 8.03 million CKD patients, 2.95 million
(36.7%) had a diagnosis of CKD-5 undergoing dial-
ysis. During the hospitalization, 2.06 million (93.2%)
of those with CKD-5 undergoing dialysis and 0.149
million (6.77%) of all other CKD patients required
renal replacement therapy. To examine the effect of
long-term dialysis on CDI-associated outcomes, we
first excluded the 0.149 million patients (6.77%)
with other CKD diagnoses who required renal re-
placement therapy and analyzed clinical outcomes
of CKD patients with CDI who did not undergo
long-term dialysis and compared them with those in
patients with CKD-5 and CDI who did undergo
long-term dialysis. As shown in Table 4, on
weighted univariate analysis, hospitalized patients
with CKD and CDI who underwent long-term dial-
ysis were less likely to require colectomy and be
dismissed to a health care facility and had a signifi-
cantly lower mortality rate (all P�.001) compared
with patients who had CKD and CDI who did not
undergo long-term dialysis. Similarly, after adjust-
ment for sex and common comorbid conditions (lo-
gistic regression), CKD-5 patients with CDI who un-
derwent long-term dialysis did not have an
increased risk of adverse hospital-associated out-
comes, although the magnitude of the difference be-
tween the groups diminished. There was no statisti-
cally significant difference in length of stay between

TABLE 3. Outcomes of CKD Patients With CDI With an

Clinical outcome
AKI

(n�2.98 � 104)
No AKI

(n�8.96 �

Length of stay (d) 10 (1, 60) 7 (1, 6

Discharge to health
care facilityd 1.14 � 104 (48.2) 3.30 � 104 (4

Colectomy 471 (1.58) 325 (0.36

In-hospital mortality 3219 (10.8) 4688 (5.23

a AKI � acute kidney injury; CDI � Clostridium difficile infection; C
ratio.
b Data are presented as No. (percentage) or median (minimum
c P value of the adjusted OR. Adjustment was made for sex, diagn
and pulmonary and circulatory disease), peripheral vascular disea
tions, liver disease, and obesity for discharge to care facility. For
complications, and liver disease were removed from the model d
and obesity were removed from the model.
d Excluding patients who left against medical advice or died in th
the 2 groups in the adjusted model (Table 4). a
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DISCUSSION
Usinganationwide,hospital-baseddatabase (NHDS),we
demonstrated that the rate of CDI is markedly in-
creased in patients with CKD and that CDI is asso-
ciated with significant hospital-associated morbidity
and mortality. Chronic kidney disease patients with
CDI had a longer hospital stay, an increased rate of
colectomy during the hospitalization, a higher like-
lihood of dismissal to a health care facility, and a
significant increase in all-cause in-hospital mortal-
ity, even after adjusting for known comorbid condi-
tions. Thus, our results suggest that CKD is a signif-
icant risk factor for both CDI occurrence and worse
hospital-associated outcomes.

Previous studies evaluating the rate of CDI in
patients with CKD have demonstrated inconsistent
results. Although some have shown that the risk of
CDI is higher in dialysis patients but not in nondi-
alysis CKD patients,14,15 at least one investigation
has found that CDI was almost 4 times higher
among patients with renal disease (both acute and
chronic) in a nephrology unit at a tertiary hospital as
compared with patients in the remainder of the hos-
pital.13 The results from surveying the NHDS data-

ase showed a significantly higher rate of CDI in
oth dialysis and nondialysis CKD patients as com-
ared with patients without CKD. Therefore, it ap-
ears that patients with CKD have a unique predi-

ection to acquire CDI and that patients undergoing
ialysis are at particularly higher risk of CDI than are
KD patients not undergoing dialysis. However, be-
ause CKD stages in our study were based on ICD-
-CM codes, the impact of varying degrees of eGFR
mpairment on the occurrence of CDI could not be

thout Concomitant AKIa,b

OR (95% CI)
Adjusted OR

(95% CI) P valuec

Mean difference: Parameter estimate: .0084

2.34 (0.101-4.57) 0.986

1.47 (1.40-1.55) 1.11 (1.07-1.14) �.001

4.41 (3.82-5.08) 2.17 (1.87-2.51) �.001

2.19 (2.09-2.30) 2.18 (2.07-2.29) �.001

confidence interval; CKD � chronic kidney disease; OR � odds

imum).
f cardiovascular disease (congestive heart failure, valvular disease,
abetes and its complications, hypertension-associated complica-
tomy rate, peripheral vascular disease, obesity, diabetes and its
missing data. For in-hospital mortality, peripheral vascular disease

spital.
d Wi

104)

8)

3.2)

)

)

I �

, max
osis o
se, di
colec

ue to
dequately assessed. The higher rate of CDI in pa-
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tients with CKD may be explained by several risk
factors. In addition to well-established risk factors
associated with the development of CDI, such as
older age and prolonged hospitalization, which
were demonstrated in the current study cohort with
CDI, other unique risk factors in CKD may predis-
pose patients to CDI. These include gastric acid sup-
pression,17 increased colonization with Clostridium
species,18 impaired immune system function,11,19

and increased antibiotic use.14 We speculate that
these unique risk factors could account, at least in
part, for the increased rate of CDI in CKD pa-
tients. Due to the limitations of the NHDS, we
were unable to examine CDI risk factors and treat-
ment for CDI.

Similar to our results, previous studies with
smaller numbers of CKD patients have shown a 3-fold
increase in mortality associated with CDI.15,20 Our re-
sults showed that after adjusting for common comor-
bid conditions, CDI was associated with a signifi-
cantly higher risk of in-hospital mortality in all CKD
patients. Because CKD and CDI are both associated
with increased morbidity and mortality, the associ-
ation of increased mortality in CKD patients with
CDI appears consistent. Not surprisingly, CKD pa-
tients with CDI who had concomitant AKI had sig-
nificantly worse outcomes, which is consistent with
the known adverse impact of AKI in hospitalized
patients with or without CKD.21-24 It is important to
note that the increased rate of colectomy among
CKD patients with AKI and CDI in our study likely
represented a more complicated CDI course. This is
consistent with the Infectious Diseases Society of
America recommendation that the presence of any
AKI in the course of CDI is a marker of CDI
severity.2

The demonstration that among all CKD pa-

TABLE 4. CDI-Associated Outcomes in CKD Patients W

Clinical outcome
CKD-5 on long-te
dialysis (n�43,79

Length of stay (d) 8 (1, 68)

Discharge to health care facilityd 1.79 � 104 (40.

Colectomy 93 (0.18)

In-hospital mortality 0.325 � 104 (6.2

a CDI � Clostridium difficile infection; CI � confidence interval; C
b Data are presented as No. (percentage) or median (minimum
c P value of the adjusted OR. Adjustment was made for sex, dia
disease), peripheral vascular disease, diabetes and its complicatio
health care facility. For colectomy, only sex, cardiovascular dise
adjustment was made for all variables except obesity and periph
d Excluding patients who left against medical advice or died in th
tients, those with CKD-5 undergoing long-term di-
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alysis who developed CDI were less likely to suffer
adverse outcomes as compared with CKD patients
not undergoing dialysis was unexpected. Patients
with CKD who were undergoing long-term dialysis
were less likely to require colectomy and be dis-
missed to a health care facility, and surprisingly,
they had lower in-hospital mortality. We postulate
that the lower rate of colectomy could be due to a
higher threshold for surgery in long-term dialysis
patients in general. We speculate that the associa-
tion of lower mortality in CKD-5 patients with CDI
undergoing long-term dialysis could be due to more
timely admissions, regular nephrology care while in
the hospital, or more extensive monitoring in
CKD-5 patients undergoing dialysis. It is notewor-
thy that the large sample size and narrow CIs with
relatively small ORs in that analysis of CKD-5 on
chronic dialysis could implicate a statistical signifi-
cance without clear clinical relevance.

Our study has several limitations that warrant
discussion. First, although our study included the
entire hospitalized population in the NHDS data-
base, the national survey represents approximately
1% of all hospitalizations in the United States and
therefore tends to underestimate disease prevalence.
However, weighted analysis allows for an estimation
of nationwide disease prevalence. In addition, the
database uniquely identifies each dismissal, but
there is a possibility that patients may be repre-
sented by more than one dismissal record. In ad-
dition, we were unable to obtain information on
serum creatinine concentration, proteinuria, and
eGFR to confirm CKD staging. This may explain
why CKD in our cohort only represented 5% of the
entire hospitalized population included in the
NHDS. Therefore, CKD patients were likely under-
represented in this database. However, despite the
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constituted a large proportion of the hospitalized
CKD patients in this database, which is consistent
with previous observations,25,26 and we were able to
show significant differences in CDI rate as well as
complications in CKD patients.

The limitations of CKD estimation using ICD-
9-CM codes have been previously recognized and
lead to underestimation of CKD prevalence and
variable sensitivity.27 However, previous validation
studies have shown that the specificity of CKD-3,
CKD-4, and CKD-5 was as high as 95%28 and that
accounting for dialysis use tends to improve sensi-
tivity. We attempted to compensate for these limita-
tions by combining all CKD stages. Moreover, the
diagnosis code for CKD-5 requiring renal replace-
ment therapy is unique, and we were able to com-
pare CKD patients undergoing dialysis with those
not undergoing dialysis with confidence.

Second, we lacked information on potential
confounders, such as CDI colonization vs true infec-
tion, antibiotic exposure, CDI treatment, C difficile
strain, nosocomial vs community-acquired CDI,
and important laboratory parameters. The diagnosis
of CDI was made by ICD-9-CM code rather than by
clinical symptoms and positive stool assay results.
Nevertheless, the ICD-9-CM code for CDI has been
shown to correlate well with the results of C difficile
toxin assay.29 The diagnosis of CDI as measured by
the NHDS database was similar to the rate of CDI as
measured by toxin assay in another study.30 Third,
the comorbid conditions used for adjustment lack
precision and therefore may have impacted the find-
ings. Lastly, this study by design provides data that
support a strong association between CDI and CKD
but not a causal relationship.

CONCLUSION
Our investigation represents the largest study to
date to examine CDI in CKD patients and demon-
strated troubling results. Our findings suggest that
CKD patients have a higher rate of CDI, prolonged
hospital stay, and colectomy and are more likely to
be dismissed to a health care facility compared with
CKD patients without CDI. However, based on our
results, CKD patients with CDI who undergo long-
term dialysis are not at significantly higher risk of
adverse hospital-associated outcomes. Future pro-
spective studies are needed to confirm these find-
ings, to better characterize the impact of CDI in the
CKD population, and to identify effective CDI pre-
vention in CKD patients, who appear to have an
increased risk of CDI acquisition.

Abbreviations and Acronyms: AKI � acute kidney injury;
CDI � Clostridium difficile infection; CI � confidence interval;
CKD � chronic kidney disease; eGFR � estimated glomer-

ular filtration rate; ICD-9-CM � International Classification of
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iseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification; NHDS � Na-
tional Hospital Discharge Survey; OR � odds ratio
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